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Character Jug
Royal Doulton c. 1951

V&A

Toby Jug
Ralph Wood c. 1785

V&A



Pottery in the 18th Century

'Taste can be read as a system of social and cultural values focused in the eighteenth 
century on regularity, hierachy, order and standardisation, all materially grounded in and 
made visible through architecture and an astonishing range of artifacts and social 
behaviours. Taste also functions as a coded material and performative language 
strategically employed in a process of self-identification along lines of both affinity and 
difference. In this sense, taste serves as an instrument that simultaneously privelleges procss 
of social cohesion and social distinction. Taste in this context informs material and visual 
representations of power.' 
Bernard L. Herman in Gender, Taste and Material Culture in Britain and North America, 1700-1830 ed. John 
Styles and Amanda Vickery

Taste



Pottery in the 18th Century

Tea, Coffee, Punch, Beer and Tobacco: all intoxicants consumed in the 18th century, often 
using objects made from clay.

The spaces in which they were consumed are often gendered, tied to practices and societal 
expectations that maintain societal norms and structures.
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Material culture studies during 
Covid-19

1980's replica 

Similar weight, size and colours

The same manufacturer- L/S Philpot Toby 
Jug. Wood & Sons.

eBay and Antiques Dealers



Toby Filpot Toby Jug
Ralph Wood c. 1785

V&A



Accompanying text to a 
small print of ‘Beer 

Street’

Making the connection 
between beer and the 

British Man/ John Bull



V & A Brighton Museums and Art Gallery



Britannia in tribulation 
for the loss of her allies of 

Iohn Bull's advice.

BM Satires / Catalogue of Political 
and Personal Satires in the 

Department of Prints and Drawings 
in the British Museum (10757)

Hand Coloured Etching 



The Danger Over, Or 
Billy's Return To Iohn Bull

British Museum Department of Prints & 

Drawings

Hand Coloured Etching



'A Smoking Club,'

Tobacco: Its History and 
Associations; Including an 
Account of the Plant and 
Its Manufacture; with Its 
Modes of Use in All Ages 

and Countries.

Frederick William Fairholt, 1859
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Britishness

'A Curious Mug'
1825-1864



Martha Gunn Jug, 
Brighton Museums 

Martha Gunn 
portrait 

W. Nutter

1797



French Invasion; or Brighton 
in a Bustle

J. Downs

1794



‘Gin Woman’ Toby 
Jugs



Beer Street 
(L)

Gin Lane 
(R)

William 
Hogarth, 

1751



‘The Gin Juggarnath’
George Cruikshank

(L) 



‘Reform’ Flasks

‘Old Tom’ (Nickname 
for Gin) c. 1830

Lord Brougham Flask, 
Museum of London, 1832

Lord Grey Flask, 
Museum of London, 1832
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